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MY OWN BUSINESS, INC. NAMES WILLIAM TOPAZ PRESIDENT AND CEO

New CEO to lead expansion of online courses, outreach programs and strategic alliances
CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA – June 2, 2008 – The My Own Business, Inc. Board of Trustees today announced that William Topaz, a veteran publishing, sales and marketing executive, has joined this non-profit organization as President and Chief Executive Officer.  Topaz will work closely with Phil Holland, Chairman of the Board and Founder of the organization.  He will also be a non-voting member of the Board of Trustees.

In making the announcement, Holland said, “This announcement marks the beginning of an important new phase for My Own Business.  Bill’s background and experience in developing strategic alliances and long-term relationships, building strong internet businesses, creating and disseminating content, and maximizing operational efficiency is the perfect combination to aggressively expand our mission to new areas.”

“I am honored and excited to be asked to serve My Own Business as its new President,” Topaz said.  “Phil Holland and the Board have built the organization into one that is truly recognized and respected worldwide.  I’m fortunate to have that legacy to build upon.  We are entering a time of global challenges and My Own Business is positioned to help millions of people as part of its non-profit mission”

Before joining My Own Business, Topaz had an extensive career in the for-profit, private sector, most recently as President/COO of ETC Group LLC, a publishing company focused on instructional and informational technology in K-12 and higher education with extensive print and online products and services.  Prior to that, he held executive positions with SuperStock, Inc., a privately-owned image licensing company in Florida, Courier Corporation, a publicly-owned book manufacturing company in Massachusetts, and The Sporting News Publishing Company, a sports publishing/marketing company in Missouri.

A graduate of Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism, Topaz is also currently a Life Trustee of the Music Institute of Chicago, the Leonard Warren Foundation, and sits on the board of an internet marketing company.  He resides in Laguna Beach, CA.

Executive recruiting firm Carnegie Partners (El Dorado Hills, CA) led the search on behalf of My Own Business, Inc.

My Own Business, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization committed to helping people succeed in their own business. It publishes and distributes – for no charge – educational coursework that focuses on the entrepreneur who wants to start his or her own business, and the individual who has an established small business and would like to see that business grow and expand. Coursework is available online or in a classroom setting and has been prepared by successful entrepreneurs and business owners who also point out common, avoidable mistakes.  For more information, go to http://www.myownbusiness.org.

The goal of My Own Business, Inc. is to sustain and support the important dynamic economic contributions of small businesses by helping entrepreneurs gain valuable knowledge, resulting in the foundation for successful business ventures. The organization seeks to support a continued high level of creation of new and small firms in all sectors of the economy by all segments of society. Small businesses represent more than 99 percent of all U.S employers, employ 51 center of private-sector workers, and provide about 75 percent of net new jobs. Small businesses spend about $1.5 trillion in annual payroll alone.

To reach its goals, My Own Business, Inc. also partners with government agencies, other non-profit organizations, donor foundations, and companies in the private sector, such as the Small Business Administration, the World Bank, SCORE, Rotary International and Cisco.

My Own Business Inc. (www.myownbusiness.org) was founded by Phil Holland, who was also the founder of YumYum Donut Shops, the largest independently held donut chain in the United States.  He launched the original course in response to the 1992 riots in Los Angeles to share his expertise and experience in creating successful entrepreneurial businesses with the people whose neighborhoods most required rebuilding and local enterprise. 

Contact:  Theresa Saucido, media@myownbusiness.org, 562-463-1800
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